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PENTERMANS TO HOST VIRTUAL FARM TOUR 
At 2 pm on Tuesday, September 29, AgSource will sponsor a 
special Virtual Tour at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wis. Marieke 
and Rolf Penterman bring their Holland roots to Wisconsin, 
producing award winning cheese in their state-of-the-art dairy 
facilities, creamery and retail store built in 2013. The couple owns 
and operates Penterman Farm and Holland’s Family Cheese, 
LLC , at the edge of Thorp, Wis. Marieke, who earned her 
cheesemaker’s license in 2006, uses equipment, cultures, herbs 
and spices imported from the Netherlands to make her famous 
Marieke Gouda, which was named Grand Champion at the 2013 
U.S. Cheese Championship. Marieke was the � rst woman to 
be named Grand Master Cheesemaker at the Wisconsin State 
Fair, and her cheeses have won more than 100 national and 
international awards. The morning milking from the 400 cow 
herd is piped directly into the creamery and is made into cheese 
within � ve hours of milking. Cows are milked three times daily 

in a double-12 parlor with rapid exit. The herd, which consists of 
half Registered Holsteins and one quarter each of Brown Swiss 
and crossbreeds, has a rolling herd average of 27,500 pounds 
of milk. The Pentermans are active promoters of Wisconsin 
agriculture as members of the Wisconsin Agricultural Tourism 
Association. They host many tours of their farm and cheese 
factory. Marieke received the Country Today’s 2015 Speak Up 
for Agriculture Award, and was also recognized as the 2015 
Wisconsin Outstanding Young Farmer. Learn how the Pentermans 
deliver exceptional cow care and the steps they’ve taken to master 
of the art of cheesemaking and marketing. Can’t join us for the 
presentation on the 29th? Visit www.worlddairyexpo.com 
and view the Penterman’s and other virtual tours online. 

Visit AgSource staff at World Dairy Expo. Our booth, EX4515, is 
located in the Exhibition Hall hallway.
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KETOMONITOR 
GAINING MOMENTUM 
Using monthly DHI test-day milk samples, KetoMonitor is 
an economical and convenient tool, developed to measure  
herd-level ketosis prevalence and � ag individual cows likely 
in need of attention.

KetoMonitor was introduced at the AgSource/CRI annual 
meeting in January. This new report was developed by Dr. 
Heather White, Tawny Chandler and Dr. Gary Oetzel from the 
University of Wisconsin Dairy Science Department and School 
of Veterinary Medicine in cooperation with AgSource. Research 
shows that BHB and acetone levels in milk are indicative of 
ketosis, but unto themselves are inconclusive. When combined 
with additional 
information 
about the cow, 
they become 
KetoMonitor, a cost 
effective, highly 
reliable means to 
detect the disease, 
even before clinical 
signs are visible.

To date, over 200 AgSource herds, representing over 110,000 
cows, are using KetoMonitor. The average case of ketosis 
comes at a cost of $289/cow. Most producers can easily 
diagnose clinical ketosis, but signs of subclinical ketosis are 
much harder to detect. There are various cow side tests that 
can be used but they come at a signi� cant cost and require a 
considerable amount of labor.  

 Since November 2014, AgSource has collected data from 
over 135,000 fresh cows. The average herd prevalence rate is 
18.7% while � rst and second and greater lactation cows have 
a prevalence rate of 6.8% and 25.9% respectively. Observed 
culling rates in the � rst 30 days of lactation are 1.3% on cows 
determined likely negative and 4.8% on cows determined likely 
positive. Monitoring and managing ketosis is worth your while.

AgSource members who access their DHI information and 
reports online via MyAgSourceTM will � nd the KetoMonitor report 
included at no additional charge. For more information about 
KetoMonitor contact Erin Berger at eberger@agsource.com, 
or call AgSource customer service at 800-236-4995. 

JERSEY MODEL 
COMING SOON 
The KetoMonitor model was re� ned for Jerseys and will be 
made available in the near future. Another enhancement to 
KetoMonitor includes a new attention list that will identify 
cows due to calve within 90 days that were � agged positive for 
ketosis in a prior lactation, and additional research is underway 
that will focus on the genetic relationship of ketosis.

VOTE TODAY! 
KetoMonitor has been 
nominated for Dairy Herd 
Management’s 2015 Innovation 
Award! If you appreciate 
this new, money-saving tool 
developed by your cooperative, 
cast your vote today in the 
PEOPLE’S CHOICE category! 
It’s simple. Visit http://www.
dairyherd.com/dairy-herd-
innovation-awards-2015, 
� nd KetoMonitor and click on the “+ Upvote” button to place your 
vote. Winners will be announced at World Dairy Expo.

AGSOURCE 
EXPANDS SERVICE 
AgSource is pleased to report a signi� cant increase in cow 
records processed from New York state. This increase was 
made possible by Sarah Nugent, new Market Development and 
Education Specialist, working for the cooperative in the New 
England area, with assistance from area Genex representatives. 
Nugent is based in Syracuse, New York. In this role, Nugent is 
introducing dairy producers and herd consultants to AgSource 
dairy records processing services and herd management reports. 

In addition, several Colorado herds, representing more than 
5,000 cows have begun utilizing the full gamut of AgSource’s 
DHI services. “These dairies are taking full advantage of what 
AgSource offers, notes Tom DeMuth, AgSource Director of DHI 
Member and Association Services. “Not only are they utilizing 
all of the herd management reports on MyAgSource™,  available 
online immediately after their samples are processed in the 
Menomonie, Wis. lab, they are excited about benchmarking and 
the cost effective diagnostic tests that can be run on their same 
test-day milk samples.”

KetoMonitorTM

Measure Ketosis Prevalence in Your Herd

Herd Code

Name

Test Date

35990306

SAMPLE 3 TESTS

8/20/2015

Did you know that the likelihood of early lactation culling is 3 times more likely to 
happen if a cow has ketosis?  Since November 2014, we have had 11,615 fresh 
cows test Keto Pos.  4.6% left in the first 30 days.  On the flip side, only 1.4% of 
the 48,605 Keto Neg cows left in the first 30 days. To learn more on how to 
interpret your KetoMonitor, contact a member of the Outreach and Education 
team today.
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RUTARO EARNS DEGREE

AgSource Cooperative Services is proud to congratulate Hamid 
Rutaro on his recent graduation from Kansas State University. 
Rutaro earned a Master of Agribusiness (MAB) degree earlier 
this year and he defended his thesis, entitled “Milk Quality 
Analysis in Southwestern Uganda”, on April 9th. Rutaro’s � rst 
degree is a Bachelor of Veterinary Medicine from Makerere 
University in Uganda. He is a Regional Sales Manager, covering 
Northwest Wisconsin, Minnesota and the Dakotas, and is 
originally from Uganda. 

Rutaro researched milk quality and producers’ perceptions of milk 
quality in Uganda, as calculated by testing the somatic cell count 
(SCC) using a DeLaval Direct Cell Counter (DCC) and gathered 
perception data from interviewing farmers in the region. The 
dairy industry in Uganda contributes about 9% of total agriculture 
GDP. Approximately 1.7 million farming families rely on the dairy 
industry for a source of food, income and employment. 

“When the milk quality is 
perceived as low, it is hard to 
compete with imported ‘high-
quality’ milk and producers are 
less likely to invest in technology 
to enhance their quality,” said 
Rutaro. “This study revealed that 

milk quality in Uganda is better than the perception. This is 
important because such information was not previously 
available. The lower SCC will mean better returns to dairy 
farmers and will encourage them to continue improving.”

INTRODUCING 
GENESIS COLOSTRUM
AgSource Cooperative Services is now marketing Genesis™ 
colostrum products. These products help ensure newborn dairy 
and beef calves receive the nutrition needed for good health 
and growth. and growth. 

Genesis 150 Colostrum Replacer offers 150g of globulin protein 
and can be fed instead of maternal colostrum. Genesis 50 
Colostrum Supplement is a supplement to maternal colostrum 
that provides 50g of globulin protein to the newborn calf. 
Genesis Multi Colostrum Replacer & Supplement can be used as 
either a supplement to or a replacer of maternal colostrum. 

The Genesis colostrum products provide globulin protein and 
other nutrients essential for calves to grow up strong and 
healthy. They provide clean colostrum, so producers don’t have to 
worry about infecting a calf with bacteria that could potentially 
cause disease. The ease of mixing these products, in addition to 
the Perfect Udder® package that Genesis 50 and Genesis 150 are 
offered in, allows for stress-free colostrum feeding. 
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JANDRIN NAMED 
REGIONAL MANAGER 

AgSource is pleased to announce that Paul Jandrin has accepted 
the position of Regional Sales Manager. Paul will be working in 
the Northeastern territory, which includes 16 counties in 
Wisconsin and 15 counties in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. 
Jandrin will utilize his strong communication and team building 
skills to lead � eld staff in the area while enhancing pro� tability 
and performance of AgSource’s member/owner dairy herds. 

Most recently, Jandrin served as an Educational & Marketing 
Support Specialist (EMSS) for AgSource, but his career with DHI 
and the dairy industry began over 30 years ago. Jandrin started 
his DHI career in 1980 as a Field Technician for Marathon County 
DHIA. He later became the manager of Winnebago DHIA. 

In 1996 he joined AgSource as a Regional Sales Manager in 
the Northeastern part of the state. In the mid-2000’s a re-
organization occurred in the Direct Member area and Jandrin 
assumed the position of DHI Service Representative which is 
now known as Educational & Marketing Support Specialist 
(EMSS). Along with his responsibilities as an EMSS, Paul 
has worked closely in the calibration and maintenance of the 
Electronic Milk Meters that are used across the state. 

Jandrin and his wife reside in Omro, Wis. They have four grown 
children and two grandchildren. He is currently the chair of his 
church’s � nance council and serves on the Winnebago County 
fair board. For many years, Jandrin volunteered his time as a 
4-H leader and Boy Scout leader. In his free time, Jandrin enjoys 
hunting, camping, bicycle riding and woodworking.

AGSOURCE LABORATORIES 
FOCUS ON H20 
AgSource Laboratories’ staff members Jeremy Karr, Jean 
Bernius and Andrea Klahn participated in the 2015 Iowa 
Children’s Water Festival, held this summer at the Des Moines 
Area Community College Campus in Ankeny, Iowa. 

“We enjoyed demonstrating 
and teaching the students about 
water, and we were glad to be 
taking part in this fun, educational 
event,” notes Jean Bernius, 
AgSource Laboratories Water 
Sales Representative. “Water is 
a valuable resource and worth 
monitoring and protecting.” 

AgSource Laboratories conducts water testing at three locations: 
Umatilla, Ore., Ellsworth, Iowa and Marsh� eld, Wis.  Testing 
packages and free sampling supplies and instructions are available 
for irrigation water, livestock water, drinking water, wastewater, 
wells, pools and spas and more.  To learn more, contact Jean 
Bernius at 715-240-0444 or visit www.agsource.com and click 
on the Water & Environmental tab at the top of the page.

FALL DELEGATE MEETINGS 

AgSource staff and delegates participated in � ve district meetings 
held the end of August and the beginning of September. In 
addition to hearing management reports, the groups discussed the 
future of the cooperative’s business and offered input regarding 
new product development, cooperative governance, ways to 
effectively communicate with membership and how our business 
remains relevant in an ever changing technological world. 

TEST DRIVE TODAY! 

MyAgSource works with any device with internet 
capability. No software to install or update.

www.myagsource.com AgSource
Cooperative Services
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