
Pregnancy loss is common & costly
The majority of pregnancy loss occurs within 56 days 
after conception. Lost pregnancies are costly, and 
those costs increase dramatically with each subsequent 
month of gestation. The economic impact also 
increases with each lactation. Are you reconfirming 
pregnancies? While it can’t determine sex of the calf 
or days of gestation, the Milk Pregnancy Test offers 
a convenient method to confirm that cows you have 
checked pregnant remain so.

The AgSource Milk  
Pregnancy Test offers
Trusted, timely results – Obtain results within two 
days of arrival at the laboratory, using proven ELISA 
technology.

Convenience – Test for pregnancy from routine DHI 
milk samples. No extra labor and no stress on the 
animal or developing fetus.

Improved reproductive performance – Earlier 
identification and rebreeding of open cows results in 	
shorter calving intervals and increased milk production.

How does it work?
The Milk Pregnancy Test is an enzyme-linked 
immunosorbent assay (ELISA) test that identifies 
pregnancy associated glycoproteins (PAGs). PAGs 
are detectable early in pregnancy and throughout 
gestation. While levels do vary among cows and 
fluctuate early in gestation, ranges have been identified 
that effectively signal pregnancy with a high degree 
of accuracy. PAG levels increase significantly during 
gestation and are an effective means of determining a 
cow’s reproductive status. 

Keys to Successful Testing
•	Accurate identification of cows and milk samples 		
	 is critical.

•	Milk samples should be taken carefully. Residual 		
	 milk in meters, hoses or pipes may result in 			 
	 unacceptable carry-over from one sample to another.

•	Well-kept reproductive records are a must.

•	This test may be used 28 days after breeding (and 
	 at least 60 days after calving), but is most effectively 
	 used at 90 days or more postbreeding to confirm 		
	 pregnancy.

•	PAG levels do not drop immediately upon pregnancy 
	 termination or loss. Depending upon stage of 		
	 lactation, it may take ~7 days for levels to drop to a 
	 point indicating the animal is open.
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Figure 1) Example Heifer Genetic Selection Guide

Valuable Report
Results are available on paper or electronically. For each 
animal tested, you will see the PAG level, represented by  
an S-N Value (measured sample to negative value). 
Final results are reported as NEG (negative = open), POS 
(positive = pregnant) and Re-Check. Cows with NEG or 
Re-Check status should be verified by herd veterinarian. 
Animals determined to be open or requiring a re-check are 
highlighted in orange or yellow respectively, and appear at 
the top of the report. In addition, if you are recording the 
information, the following will be reported for each animal 
tested: lactation number, days in milk, days bred, number of 
times bred and last known reproductive status.

Flexibility
AgSource’s Milk Pregnancy Test may be conducted on  
non-test-day milk samples as well. Use the contact 
information below to request sample collection kits and 
submission forms if you wish to send samples directly to the 
laboratory for Milk Pregnancy Testing.

AgSource Laboratories 
403 Cedar Avenue West 
Menomonie, WI  54751 
715-235-1128 
menomonie@agsource.com 
 
To learn more about AgSource’s Milk Pregnancy Test and to  
see a sample report, visit www.agsource.com/milkpregtest.
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Milk Pregnancy Test Results

Herd Code: Tested By:
Technician Number:

Ordered By:

35990018 Someone

North Hill Holsteins

2826 Somewhere Rd

Someplace, WI 53599

Email:
Fax:

producer@yahoo.com

Receive Date: Results Date: Last Test Date:
5/6/2013 5/6/2013 5/3/2013

AgSource Laboratories

403 Cedar Avenue West

Menomonie, WI 54751

Summary
Cows Sampled

Positive
Negative
Re-Check

67
50
10
7

Animal 
ID

Lact 
Num DIM

D. Bred / # 
Bred

L. Repro 
StatusFinal 

Result

S - N 
Value

NEG102 2 144 65/1 -0.047

NEG122 1 203 76/3 0.084

NEG146 1 157 52/3 -0.008

NEG20 2 355 42/8 0.012

NEG2796 1 182 58/3 -0.003

NEG2817 1 220 136/1 -0.017

NEG2822 1 297 48/5 -0.046

NEG31 1 195 50/4 -0.049

NEG51 1 194 42/4 -0.047

NEG66 3 130 3/2 0.029

RECHECK109 3 292 48/6 0.226

RECHECK1158 1 141 17/1 0.179

RECHECK1164 1 143 44/1 0.142

RECHECK137 4 174 68/1 0.231

RECHECK2523 1 168 41/3 0.179

RECHECK2745 1 336 62/4 0.214

RECHECK69 2 213 60/3 0.218

POS104 2 182 70/3 0.782

POS105 2 112 43/1 1.013

POS11 2 256 51/5 0.424

POS111 3 140 51/2 0.657

POS113 2 132 56/2 0.258

POS118 2 258 51/4 0.527

POS12 3 311 57/8 0.283

POS124 1 418 100/4 P 1.723

POS125 2 400 62/9 0.448

POS129 2 162 38/2 1.251

POS13 4 242 85/3 0.276

POS131 3 267 60/1 0.381

POS149 2 254 52/4 0.547

POS154 1 398 60/4 0.353

POS155 1 392 52/5 0.844

Animal 
ID

Lact 
Num DIM

D. Bred / # 
Bred

L. Repro 
StatusFinal 

Result

S - N 
Value

POS159 1 136 55/1 0.457

POS161 1 124 63/1 0.648

POS162 1 124 42/1 1.076

POS163 1 121 50/1 1.058

POS2128 1 135 62/1 0.281

POS22 1 271 83/3 P 0.633

POS2467 1 321 149/3 1.907

POS2490 1 303 54/3 0.915

POS25 5 353 61/7 0.592

POS2519 1 309 44/4 0.653

POS2691 1 171 47/2 1.302

POS27 3 388 55/4 0.548

POS2780 1 251 68/4 0.895

POS2783 1 225 61/3 0.335

POS2813 1 204 149/1 P 0.56

POS2849 1 285 84/5 P 0.873

POS2860 1 165 63/1 0.474

POS2877 1 244 N 0.895

POS2881 1 251 164/1 P 2.113

POS2900 1 162 42/3 0.282

POS2901 1 154 60/1 0.801

POS2923 1 136 50/2 0.35

POS30 5 128 40/2 0.613

POS3270 2 194 127/1 P 0.868

POS3632 1 160 54/2 0.478

POS3713 1 142 52/1 0.338

POS44 2 319 69/7 0.623

POS46 2 195 63/3 0.416

POS50 3 176 53/2 0.281

POS62 3 307 61/6 0.352

POS70 2 323 50/5 0.642

POS8
2 458 229/4 2.835
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